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vided always that voting be not secret, for secrecy Is a
quality that is indeed incompatible with the best charac-
teristics of German blood*

The influence and the dependence on others that the
practical life of man brings in its train are God-given
realities which we cannot and must not ignore. If we
refuse to transfer them to political life, and base that life
on a faith in the secret insight of everybody, we fall into a
contradiction between public law and the realities of human
life which practically leads to constant frictions, and finally
to an explosion* and to which there is no theoretical solu-
tion except by way of the insanities of social-democracy,
the support given to which rests on the fact that the judg-
ment of the masses is sufficiently stultified and undevel-
oped to allow them, with the assistance of their own greed,
'! to- be continually caught by the rhetoric of clever and am-
bitious leaders.

The counterpoise to this lies in the influence of the
educated classes, which would be greatly strengthened
if voting were public,** as for the Prussian Diet. It may
be that the greater discretion of the more intelligent
classes rests on the material basis of the preservation of
their possessions* The other motive* the struggle for
gain, is equally justifiable; but a preponderance of those
who represent property is more serviceable for the secur-
ity and development of the state, A state, the control of
which lies in the hands of the greedy, of the nw&rum
rerum cupidi, and of orators who have in a higher degree
than others the capacity for deceiving the unreasoning
masses, will constantly be doomed to a restlessness of de-

* Secret voting was, of course, first brought Into the law through Fries'*
motion, while the proposals of the government advocated public voting*
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